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Hi All,
It has been 65 days since I
last went to my place of work
and have been working from home like many of us. It is
pretty intense as I find it hard to detach myself from work
when my study becomes my office where I am spending

almost 10 hours a day! I hope that this all goes away soon, and we start
with our normal lives which includes riding our bikes!

During this lock down a few chapter members have been helping out as
volunteers either, helping the NHS, delivering food parcels or medicines to
isolating members of our communities, while there are a few who are
classed as essential workers. A big thank you to all these people!

As you would be aware most of our outdoor activities, rides and rallies
have been postponed till after the locked down, resulting in our chapter
organising various virtual events and club nights which have been well
attended. However, this does mean that there are not many new photos or
articles for our magazine. Here Linda F has rescued me and all of you by
going through her collection of photos from past years of Cider Rally; 2014
theme was tropical rally where she won photograph of the rally award,
2015 theme was school days, while 2016 was 25th Silver Anniversary
Rally. She also dug out LOH dinner photos too.

We also have a great piece of riding from coast to coast in US from
Andrzej which gives great ideas to those who might be planning a trip in
the future, while I am sure those of you who attended Gary’s talk on riding
in Ireland would already be planning a trip out there – I certainly am!

Until all has settled down in the country we cannot expect the
restrictions to be lifted, so stay home enjoy the weather
and keep safe so that when all this is behind us we
will have great rides and fun all over again!!!

Mohit

Ed Quarters
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Youtube Channel
Have you checked out our Youtube
channel where we have videos!

There are a few videos uploaded there
andI would like members to please
check them out and provide us with
feedback on what they want to see, so
that we can make it better !



Hi All.

I hope you and your families are keeping well in these unusual
times. We’re now another month into lockdown and settling into new
routines of sorts.

As I write this the weather is again glorious sunshine and perfect
biking weather which is bad for those of us unable to ride but a good
think for those of who using our bikes to commute as key workers or
assist with deliveries to their communities. On the plus side it does
mean that we can at least get outside to enjoy the garden or go for a
walk.

For me calls and meeting via Zoom or similar have become a way of
life, both for work and personal life and catching up with friends and
family certainly helps keep the boredom at bay.

Earlier this week we had the first of the two scheduled talks by Gary
France of Tour 1 on the Wild Atlantic Way in Ireland – a fantastic
hour which made me want to get over there and ride it even more
than before. There were some fantastic photos and a wealth of facts
that were all new to me. Maybe we should do a Chapter trip over
there …

At the current time (of writing) we are still waiting to see if the events
scheduled for September onwards may still go ahead, however it
does seem unlikely for most of them – we may have more news by
the time you get this magazine.

We are on track for holding at least one online activity each week
with the next one being Nick E’s second pub night on Monday 11th
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May. The online April club night worked well with 39 connections
and around 53 members present. The May club night will include
the second of Gary’s talks on his trip to the USA on his own Road
King.

Other events due between now and club night include Hayley’s
quarterly LOH coffee morning which will take place online and
HOG’s Rock at Home where the bands due to play at the Euro
Festival are doing a live stream on Facebook.

Mike Connolly has been processing chapter renewals and many
have already renewed but we have quite a few still to complete this,
thanks to those of you who have already sent theirs in and please
don’t forget to renew your national HOG membership if required. It
looks as quite a few members have lapsed national membership
which is a prerequisite and a gap in national membership could
mean you lose your total mileage program numbers and end up as a
new member again.

Mohit is always on the lookout for new articles for the magazine so
PLEASE send him some articles on how you’ve spent time looking
after your bike during lockdown or photos and words on the bikes
you’ve regretted selling, your motorcycling history or similar.

I hope you all continue to make the best of the weather in your
gardens or during a daily exercise walk and please – stay safe. I
look forward to catching up with all of you online.

Thanks for reading. Cheers,

John Green
Director
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USA Coast to Coast Tour –
March 2020

On the day my wife and I left the UK for Los
Angeles, LHR Terminal 5 was eerily quiet but quite a few of the
British Airways’ flights scheduled to depart on 10th March, were still
operating normally. We travelled on the one and only Jumbo that BA
was currently operating in the nostalgic BOAC livery. Any of you
remember those days? We arrived in Los Angeles, CA at around
5pm local time, some 11 hours later and virtually walked straight
through the US passport and customs check, straight off the plane.
You can normally expect to be milling around for between one to two
hours in the USA’s major airports, before getting on your way!

Our Coast to Coast tour wasn’t due to get on the road until Friday
13th March, but as this was our 5th EagleRider tour, we had learnt the
virtue of arriving a couple of days early to acclimatise to the 8 hour
time difference before taking to the highways. So we spent a couple
of days visiting the sights around Hollywood and Santa Monica. The
John Paul Getty Museum is well worth a visit if only to see the
impressive buildings and gardens in its own dedicated complex just
outside LA.

We met our tour guide and fellow riders (5 Brits and 9 Aussies) on
the Thursday (Day 1 of the actual bike tour) for the tour briefing and
were glad (actually ecstatic) to learn that the tour was still going
ahead.

Early morning on Day 2, we picked up the bikes ( 9 Harleys, not
including the tour lead bike) from EagleRider’s main LA depot and
set off southwards out of LA, in our rain gear, along the Pacific
coastline for a few miles before turning eastwards onto the famous
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Ortega Highway. As we got further away from the busy highways of
LA, our first day’s ride of some 200 miles to Twenty Nine Palms, CA,
took us through some incredible mountain passes and ‘twisties’
before arriving at our Best Western hotel. Alas, we were beginning to
see the first effects of the global pandemic unwinding in the US. The
hotel was not serving any food for supper and worst still; the nearby
restaurants were all shut with the exception of the ‘drive through’
Burger King. Oh well, it could have been worse. So a double
cheeseburger and chips just had to do for the first night!

Breakfast was the first time we encountered ‘social distancing’ but
soon after that, we were on our way to the spectacular Joshua Tree
National Park CA which is a definite must for bikers. After that we
picked up the legendary Route 66 and stopped for pics at the
equally legendary Roy’s Motel & Café at Amboy. Later that day we
arrived at the old Gold Mining town of Oatman, Arizona, AZ with its
abandoned free roaming donkeys that you were encouraged not to
feed, approaching everybody. The town itself looked pretty much like
it did over 100 years ago, just like in the Westerns. So, after a day’s
ride of some 260 miles, we checked into the Best Western plus at
Kingman, AZ.

The following day (Sunday) we rode approximately 360 miles from
Kingman, AZ to Payson AZ. This was a spectacular ride along part
of the ‘Mother Road’ towards Chino Valley and some great ‘twisties’
to Jerome where we stopped for some of the best ‘slow smoked’ ribs
in AZ. After lunch, more ‘twisties’ through the spectacular rock
formations of Sedona and the scenic Tonto National Forest in central
AZ.

On Day 5, we headed into the State of New Mexico, NM covering
about 280 miles before arriving in Socorro, NM. Another great day’s
ride taking us along mile after mile of the breathtaking terrain in the
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Upper Desert of Western New Mexico.

By now, the effects of the pandemic were becoming very obvious
with most restaurants shutting and those still open, only offering pre-
ordered food served through window hatches by staff wearing
‘spacesuits’! Also, the food and drink served was not allowed to be
consumed anywhere near the premises, so eating wherever you
could find a place to sit was becoming the norm.

On top of this, our tour guide now had the unenviable task each
evening, of re-planning (with many phone calls) the following day’s
tour to ensure that we had food outlets and fuel along the way and
also a motel/hotel at the end of it. A couple of the pre-booked hotels
actually closed beforehand, wrongly assuming that our tour group
would not show up. It was then strange to be staying in virtually
empty hotels some of which had to be reopened, reluctantly, just for
our tour group. Thank heavens we had the might of EagleRider as
we would have struggled with this as independent riders.

Day 6, we left Socorro, NM and headed south for El Paso, Texas,
TX going through the last of the ‘twisties’. A beautiful day’s ride
totalling about 300 miles that took us through the dense forest roads
of Lincoln National Park and a visit to the closed Lincoln County
Courthouse where ‘Billy the Kid’ made one of his famous escapes
after killing his trusting guard. We also rode up to an elevation of
8,668ft where we stopped for lunch at the beautiful Inn of the
Mountain Gods, Cloudcroft. The afternoon’s ride took us through the
spectacular White Sands National Park and a rather sombre visit to
the ‘Trinity Site’ where the first atomic bomb was detonated above
ground on July 16th 1945.

By now, we also heard that we were the only EagleRider tour group
that was still touring in the USA as all others that were due to start
after us, had been cancelled. The tour group of Swiss riders that left
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LA on the same day as our tour and were heading down Mexico way
on the famous Baja run, had to abandon their bikes and get local
flights back to LA. The end of each day’s riding would end with the
traditional EagleRider celebratory beer or two, that was kept cool in
our chase/support van. But the ‘celebratory toast’ from now on was
not “here’s to the only USA tour standing”…..but instead…..,”here’s
to the only USA tour still riding”.

I think you should now be getting the gist of a typical riding day in the
circumstances that were rapidly unfolding, so I will now quickly skip
through the rest of the tour.

After riding 320 miles on Day 7, we spent a couple of days at a
glorious spot called Lajitas Golf Resort at Lajitas, TX with fantastic
sunshine, evening camp fires and the spectacular backdrop of the
mountains forming the Mexican border. However, some bad news;
our return flight from Orlando to London Gatwick was now confirmed
as cancelled by BA. It was decision time now as whether we go to
the nearest international airport and leave the tour to get back to the
UK or carry on. We carried on.

Day 9, and just under 300 miles from Lajitas to Del Rio, TX. Superb
riding along the Rio Grande River and Big Bend National Park, TX.
Some good news; we eventually managed to get through to the BA
call centre and arrange some alternative flights from Orlando to
Chicago and onward to LHR. One Aussie couple decided to call it
quits and departed from Del Rio International. Down to 8 bikes.

Day 10 was a real test of biking endurance as the heavens opened
on our way from Del Rio, TX to San Antonio, TX. The Alamo at San
Antonio was supposed to be the highlight of day but as the saying
goes; “remember the Alamo” well…., we did; we were soaked
through and through AND….., it was shut! So, after nearly 245 miles
with visibility for that afternoon’s ride so poor you could hardly see
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the tail lights of the bike in front, we were relieved to get to our hotel
in Austin, TX.

On Day 11 we stopped at Lake Charles Louisiana, LA and on Day
12, after covering a total 580 miles, we arrived in New Orleans, LA
where we spent a couple of nights in another, re-opened hotel.
Having been to ‘The Big Easy’ before and seeing it as one of
America’s most vibrant cities for music, food and culture, it was
surreal to now see the streets so completely empty, with most
properties boarded up. The only locals we came across were
vagrants and giant rats!

Glad to get on our way on Day 14 we headed for Florida, FL riding
from New Orleans, LA and through the States of Mississippi and
Alabama to arrive at Pensacola Beach FL after some 250 miles. This
was some great riding/cruising in T Shirts along the coast of the Gulf
of Mexico. Some more bad news though, our BA app confirmed that
one of our rebooked connecting flights was now cancelled. We tried
getting through to the BA call centre but, no joy! Another Aussie
couple decided to call it quits and departed, leaving 7 bikes.

Day 15, we carried on, as we found that every morning you got on
that bike, your worldly worries would just seem to melt away!
Everybody still on the tour, felt the same way. We continued to ride
along the coast road arriving at Perry FL after 290 miles and seeing
some of the devastation still obvious after Hurricane Michael in
October 2018 which was as devastating for this area as Katrina in
2005. In the evening we learn that the Australian Government now
issues a warning that it will close its entry borders on 30th March.
Four more Aussies decide to quit and head home the following day.

Day 16, we ride the final 210 miles from Perry to Daytona Beach, FL.
With the 4 Aussies departing halfway, we’re now down to a tour
group of 4 bikes which include 5 Brits and 1 defiant Aussie! To say
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we were elated to arrive at our beach side hotel at Daytona Beach
Shores and go for that yearned swim in the Atlantic, would be
understating it. We were ecstatic! I think that was the most
memorable and refreshing ocean swim any of us had ever had,
having also swum in the Pacific and Gulf of Mexico in the same tour.
That evening we had our celebratory party that was kindly hosted on
the beach front by the hotel and said our final farewells with a few
sherbets!

Needless to say, were relieved to find that our BA app was wrong
as, when we got to Orlando Airport the following day, our American
Airlines flight departed for Chicago as scheduled, connecting us with
our rescheduled BA flight back to LHR. Whilst feeling a great sense
of accomplishment in covering just under 3,600 miles, it was also a
great relief to get back home safely and then to reflect on a most
memorable motorcycle tour!

Andrzej Kopec
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Ladies of Harley Update

LoH

Almost half way through the year and what a year so far.
I hope you are all keeping well despite the difficult
circumstances. Another month has passed where many have been
unable to get out on their bikes. Mine has been in the garage for
over 6 weeks and I am itching to get out for a blast!
With the restrictions likely to be eased in the next week or so I hope I
am able to scratch that itch and get out although it may be some
time before we can all meet again.

As most of you know, many events have been cancelled/postponed
this year however Bridgwater did a virtual Cider Rally on Facebook
which was well received. Many people entered their talent
competition including our very own Pat and Barry Adams! A great
example of using technology to keep people engaged and not
missing out on all the fun.

I want to take this opportunity to thank Nick E and John for
organising virtual events including club night, quizzes and a virtual
pub. It has meant we can all keep in contact and get some
socialising in whilst we are not meeting for ride outs.
I'd also like to personally thank Emma Slark for her help in delivering
essentials to me and the West family whilst we have been
isolating...it is much appreciated and there is a Bluegrass brekkie
with your name on it once this is all over!

Missing my TV family... hope to see you all again very soon

Hayley

Ladies of Harley and Charities Officer



CLUB NIGHTS

Jun 17th Sep 16th
July 15th Oct 21st
Aug 19th Nov 18th

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTION
DEADLINES

Jun 4th Sep 4th
July 2nd Oct 8th
Aug 6th Nov 5th

SUMMER SOCIALS INCLUDING
POKER RUN (WEDNESDAYS)

Apr 8th July 8th
May 13th Aug 12th
Jun 10th Sep 9th

Friday 1 - Monday 4 May Cider Rally

Friday 26 - Sunday 28 June Valley
Rally

Friday 3 - Monday 6 July Lad's
Weekend

Thursday 23 - Sunday 26 July
Fenlanders Rally

Friday 14 - Sunday 16 August
Convergence Rally

Friday 28 - Sunday 30 August
Thunder in the Glens

Wednesday 9 - Monday 14 September
2020 Jersey Rally

EVENTS
Please check the website for the latest
on all rides.

Saturday May 23
Super Sausage Café

Saturday May 30
LOH Ride

Saturday Jun 6
Bernie’s Fish & Chips

Sunday Jun 7
Three Locks Dunstable

Saturday Jun 13
3 Cuppa’s Tea with the Queen

Sunday Jun 14
Hengistbury Head

Saturday Jun 20
Dawn till Dusk

Saturday July 18
Jack’s Hill Café

Sunday Jul 19
Studland

Sunday Aug 2
Beach Party – BBQ, West Wittering

Saturday Aug 8
Sammy Miller Museum

Sunday Aug 9
Popham Airfied
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Editor
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CLUB VENUE
Burnham Cricket Club

Memorial Ground, Taplow Common Road, Burnham, Slough,
Berks, SL1 8LP

Third Wednesday of every month 7:00pm

Andy Tunley
Asst. Director
assistantdirector@

Byron Coast
Webmaster
webmaster@

Payal Khanna
Videographer
photographer@

Jamie McLaughlin
Rally Manager
rallymanager@

David Kennedy
Dealer Principal

dp@

Gary Watts
Head Road Captain &

Activities
roadcaptain@

Mike Joiner
Activities
activities@

Hayley West
Social Media &
Charities Officer

charities@

Alex MacDonald
Photographer
photographer@

Linda Friend
Photographer
photographer@

Andy Tunley
Secretary
secretary@

Hayley West
LOH, Officer

loh@



Down the memory lane - LOH dinners

The LoH for Thames Valley are a friendly bunch and when it comes
to the Christmas or some times New Years dinner meet ups,
everyone has a great time.
2015........2016.......2017......2018......2019.....2020
Linda Friend
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Cider Rally 2014
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Cider Rally 2015
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Cider Rally 2016
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Ace Bionic’s Custom Parts and other
original bits

Hi all,
I can’t believe it’s already May and that we had to waste
so many great riding opportunities. This weekend, whilst I was
writing this article, it was supposed to be the Harley Davidson Euro
Festival in Grimaud and with weather like this I would have just been
on my way or already there! Anyway, we are hopeful lockdown
eases are to be announced soon so that we can get out on our bikes
or at least start to socialise a little.

There is no doubt that you all have seen the amazing fundraising
Colonel Tom Moore has managed to put together. Over £30 million
to support our NHS and volunteers caring
for Covid-19 by completing 100 laps in his
garden before his 100th birthday, what a
man and what an achievement! Our own
Kev McLoughlin has set up a Surrey RV as
part of Colonel Tom’s national ride of
respect. The ride is probably to be held as
late as next spring and Kev would
appreciate your support, the link to the
page is: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/534511870573605. The aim is to get over a hundred Harley’s
to ride from Reading HD to join the national ride. I have already
signed up and hope many of you will do to.

With so much time on our hands there has been no
shortage of fundraising ideas or activities. On
Sunday 26th Aril the London marathon normally
raising millions of pounds for UK charities was
supposed to go ahead. Unfortunately, this event
was also cancelled, and an online 2.6 challenge
was created to raise money. Our own LJ took part in this and
completed a gruelling challenge of completing 75 sit ups, 45 times 15
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meters sprints, 90 burpees and 62 press
ups in under 16 minutes. LJ would like
to thank everyone for their generosity
and although he fell short of his £1000
target, which was his motivation to dye
my hair blue, he managed to raise £758
at the time of writing this. If any of you
are interested to see me with blue hair
there is still a little bit of time left to
donate should you wish: https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
LJEkendal.

A quick reminder that if you have not already renewed your Thames
Valley Membership these are now overdue. Please note that this is
our chapter membership renewal and not to be confused with your
national HOG membership which runs separately. The guidelines
state that you have to have a valid national HOG membership in
order to join a local chapter membership and these might not always
be synced from a date perspective. If you need more clarity, please
do not hesitate to contact us for further clarification.

I have now been given key worker status and if any of you need any
help with delivery of groceries or medicine, please drop me an email
assistantnick@thamesvalleyhog.org.uk Happy to help or assist
wherever I can.

Finally, a thank you to all of you the members of this lovely chapter
for your ongoing support and hope to see you in one of the many
virtual activities we are hosting soon.

Race the rain, Ride the wind and Chase the Sunset! (temporarily
suspended). Stay home, safe lives!

Nick E
Assistant Director
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David's Dealer Diary
Hello All

Here is a brief update from the dealership. You can
contact me or the team at any time by:

- Email: david.kennedy@lind.co.uk or

- Telephone: 07375 373469 or

- Online Chat: Click on our website and look for the chat box
to the lower right of the page

What a bizarre few months we have experienced – I hope and trust
your families are all healthy and looking forward to getting out on the
road. With the amount of event cancellations we have seen, I am
guessing this year will be more about riding than socialising, but let’s
see how we are permitted to get back at it - might be pleasantly
surprised.

I am so excited to tell you this! If you have not already seen, we will
be re-opening our service department from 12th May for servicing
and engine upgrades. MOT’s are still a way off, but as we have all
had a 6 month stay on those, no rush. If your MOT was due prior to
the 30th March, please get in touch and we will try and accommodate
you. The lead times are already 2-3 weeks, so please get in quickly.

Over the past few weeks, we have introduced our new web shop
which you can find at https://shop.lind.co.uk/. We have uploaded so
very attractive offers, so if you get chance to look, you might be
pleasantly surprised!

Here is a reminder of last months notes from the lockdown.

If your bike is due an MOT, the Government have extended the date,
in most cases until 3rd October, see our blog https://blog.lind.co.uk/
mot-due-dates-extended or see the official .gov page https://
www.gov.uk/getting-an-mot
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As you may of seen, bike valuations can now be carried out online –
I just need copies of last year’s valuations, photos of your bike and
mileage. Here is the detail from HDIS:

H-D Insurance Services have a temporary Valuation process in
place:

1. If the Motorcycle is one that has been supplied by the
Dealership and therefore the Dealership is familiar with that
Motorcycle, an e-mail from the Dealership to confirm the
valuation will suffice.

2. If the Motorcycle has not been supplied by the Dealership
and the Dealership is not familiar with that Motorcycle, then
HDIS will ask the customer to supply photographic evidence
of the Motorcycle to support the agreed value request.

- If you have been defined as a Key Worker by the
Government and need to travel between sites, you are
covered, you do not need to notify H-D Insurance

- If you are using your bike for voluntary purposes (not being
paid) again, you are covered, you do not need to notify H-D
Insurance

Finally, as always, if I can do anything to help make your Chapter or
Dealership experience better, don’t hesitate to call or message me !

Ride and stay safe,

David
Dealer Principal
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