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Hi All,
Beautiful weather during
Easter in difficult times is a challenge that all of us are
currently facing due to worldwide COVID19
pandemic! Stay home stay safe is the mantra which
we have to follow and from the news that I am getting

through social media most of the chapter members are making the
most of these times at home by either washing/polishing the bikes,
renovating homes, doing up their motor home, gardening, bbq etc.
Some have been celebrating milestone birthdays too in unique
manner! Whatever you do, keep up the spirits as we riders always
do and keep safe! I have been doing a lot of gardening as usually
this time of the year the garden and the lawn needs lot of TLC! So
the silver lining amongst the lock down is hopefully our garden
would be back to what is use to be until I joined TVHOG, because I
was out on most weekends with you lot and garden took lower
priority!

The committee is busy planning virtual events, most of which you
probably know through social media or word of mouth and I plan to
keep pulling together the magazine despite all club events being put
on hold! Sadly, we will not have a paper copy but then a PDF is as
good and environment friendly. Most of you will able to read even
on your phones! Any suggestions please do let me know and yes
please send me articles, stories, photos – anything you would like in
our magazine as without your contribution it is not possible to get a
magazine out!

Enjoy the weather and keep safe so that when all this
is behind us we will have great rides and fun all
over again!!!

Mohit

Ed Quarters
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Youtube Channel
Have you checked out our Youtube
channel where we have videos!

There are a few videos uploaded there
andI would like members to please
check them out and provide us with
feedback on what they want to see, so
that we can make it better !



Hi All.

I hope you and your families are keeping well in
these unusual times. Looking back at last month’s column I was
writing about completed cake sales and upcoming ride outs and
events – that all seems a lifetime ago already.

Being kept indoors certainly is having an impact for many of us and
I’m sure I’m not the only one missing my chapter social life – what I’d
give for a coffee at the dealership right now. I hope that those of you
in lockdown with your families are enjoying some quality time
together and not getting on each other’s nerves too much, it sure is
peaceful for those of us who live on our own but there are times
when talking to Alexa just doesn’t cut it – especially when she
doesn’t get my sense of humour.

We’ve certainly had to adjust to a different way of life fairly quickly
and will it ever go back to how it was before? I suspect the new
normal may be somewhat different.

More and more events and rallies are being cancelled or postponed,
most recently Thunder in the Glens and the Boy’s Weekend trip to
Belgium, who have tighter restrictions than we do over here. At the
current time we hope that there is a chance that events scheduled
for September onwards may still go ahead but we must wait and
see.

I am keen to try and keep some momentum up with chapter
communications and social activities, albeit via the medium of the
internet. Alongside out members only Facebook page (which has
regular updates) we have been using Zoom for virtual get togethers,
the first of which was a well-attended social chat. My aim is to try
and have at least one online activity each week.

Softail Scribblings..
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After week one’s social chat we had a virtual national bike show
which was open to all UK chapters (more of which elsewhere). This
week we held a just for fun quiz which was a great success I think –
lots of laughter with Tony trying to outdo me in the dodgy puns …

Next week (as I type this) we will have our normal club night via
Zoom and then another quiz the week after. If any of you have other
ideas for social activities we could try online please drop me an
email to director@thamesvalleyhog.or.uk as new suggestions are
always welcomed.

As we come up to membership renewal time it is important to get the
paperwork updated where needed, forms signed, and renewals paid.
Mike Connolly has put a lot of work into sorting out a simpler form for
renewals and you should all have received an email about this.
Please don’t forget to renew your national HOG membership if
required as this is totally separate from your chapter membership
and you must have a valid national membership to remain a chapter
member.

One positive is that the weather has improved and and hopefully
some improved and today (Good Friday) is a lovely day for a spot of
gardening, car cleaning or bike polishing (or sitting outside on the
patio with a cold beer) although I’d much rather be out on the
Fatboy.

Unfortunately by the time we were restricting activities and
cancelling March’s club night we had already committed to printing
last month’s magazine and then by the rime they were available for
collection at the dealership that were closing so I’m sorry that most
of you wouldn’t have got your copy. Hopefully you have been able
to view it online.

This month and going forward during this period we will be producing
the magazine in just a digital format for download and emailing out to
you so that you still get all the updates and news plus, hopefully,
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some interesting articles.

Mohit can only provide us with a magazine if we take the time to
submit articles to him, so PLEASE send him some articles on how
you’ve spent time looking after your bike during lockdown, photos
and words on the bikes you’ve regretted selling, you motorcycling
history or similar.

As you will already know we had to take the decision to postpone
this year’s Valley Rally which was something we had hoped not to
do but, in the end, did not have a choice. All tickets and orders for t-
shirts, pins etc will be carried forward to the new date in 2021 and
honoured at this year’s prices. If however you would like a refund
please contact Jamie at rallymanager@thamesvalleyhog.org.uk and
he will arrange a refund for you.

I hope you all make the best of the weather in your gardens or
during a daily exercise walk and please – stay safe. I look forward to
catching up with all of you online.

Thanks for reading. Cheers,

John Green
Director
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Membership News
Hi fellow hogsters.

Itching to get out on your cleaned, polished and gleaming
Harley? Don’t be caught out by forgetting to renew your
membership of Thames valley Chapter.

Remember you need an up-to-date Thames
Valley membership to join our ride outs. AND you
also need a current HOG membership. Sorry but
‘thems the rules’.

For all of you who need to renew on May 1 you
will by now have received your membership
renewal email with a link to the fabulous (one
page) renewal form.

I know that you should have had this because quite a few of you
have already sent your completed forms to me (by email or
“snailmail”) – well done you guys for being so quick off the mark
(nothing to do with having loads of time to do those little jobs cos
you’re stuck in lockdown I’m sure).

I’m pleased to say that you seem to be
finding renewing your membership pretty
straightforward – which is great because
we’ve tried to make it easy. Just tick () all
the boxes for which the answer that
applies to you is “YES”, sign and date the
form and send it in by email or post,
whichever is easiest for you (the address details are on the form –
please don’t mail to the dealership).

Any questions just ask your friendly TV membership officer …

Stay healthy guys and we’ll be riding together soon.

Mike Connolly
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March Saturday Social

The Saturday Social was held at the George opposite the
dealership,not as many people attended as usual, but I believe
those who did enjoyed their lunch.
Linda Friend



Mileage Day

The mileage day started well with good weather and after a few
hours the numbers of bikes was rising, Nick Ekendahl was kept
busy. A really good show of bikes, riders and pillions.

Linda Friend
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Ladies of Harley Update

LoH

Well...what a weird few weeks! We would normally be
making a good start to the riding season however lockdown has
stopped that for the forseeable. Thank God for social media and
video calling, not being able to socialise and see friends and family is
difficult but being able to connect in other ways makes it all a bit
more bearable.

We may not be able to meet and ride but your TV family are all here
so reach out, comment on a FB post, send a private message, like a
post. The committee are working to try and keep as many people
engaged as possible through Zoom meetings, quizzes, FB
competitions etc so please do join in if you can. I know some aren't
too familiar with 'Zoom' so if you want any help getting this set up
then let me know and I can try and talk you through it.

Keep safe and well, hope to see you all soon

Hayley

Ladies of Harley and Charities
Officer
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Ann Tunley donated her hand
painted picture (right) for a virtual
auction to raise money for
Alexander Devine



Virtual Quiz Night

Just because we can’t get together as usual, it doesn’t mean that we
can’t have fun. John Green hosted the Chapter’s first virtual Quiz
Night via Zoom videoconferencing. What a fun event that had
members joining from the comfort of their homes and testing their
knowledge against fifty questions.

Mark’s parrot even joined in with the fun and laughs.

Ann and I managed to scrap a narrow win this time around. I’m
hoping that even more will join us for the next Quiz Night.

Cheers!
Andy.
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Cake Sale for Charity

The amount of cakes and savouries that were brought to the
Reading dealership was truly amazing, such a variety on all fronts,
plenty for everyone to buy and eat straight away or bag up and take
home for later.

Mick and I arrived at the Alexander Devine childrens hospice to be
greeted by Jess and simba the lion cub.

Linda Friend
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March Orientation

March Orientation was
attended by 2 riders, both
were very keen
to hear all they could from the
experts.

Linda Friend
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Ace Bionic’s Custom Parts and other
original bits

Hi all,

Here we are in April and the warmer sunny days I requested in last
month’s magazine have finally arrived ready for that amazing season
the chapter and its road crew have planned.... there is just one
problem, Covid-19! These are challenging times for all of us but if we
adhere to the lockdown and social distancing, we all will be riding
again soon. Hopefully we will be able to add some of the cancelled
rides back into the calendar later on in the season. More on this once
we know about our lockdown exit strategy.

If any of you isolating need any help with delivery of groceries or
medicine, please give me a call on 07453305458. As an NHS
volunteer I am allowed to make those essential journeys and very
happy to help or assist wherever I can.

As you are already know by now, we had to make the difficult
decision to postpone the Valley Rally to next year in June 2021. The
Eventbrite channel that sells tickets, t-shirts and pins is up and
running and it would be fantastic if we could all start promoting the
rally.

Of course, those of you who have already bought your ticket(s) these
remain valid for next year’s rally. However, if you would like to order
Rally T-shirts or pins you need to Eventbrite and pre-order/purchase
these in advance. Next year we offer both white and black t-shirts in

16



sizes from Small to 3XL. We are also launching a new design for the
Valley Rally Pin. This concept is a Master Rally Pin that has the
possibility to attach a Year Bar. Subject to interest we might even be
able to reproduce previous Rally Year Bars, stay tuned on this one!
You can easily find us on the Eventbrite website or app and search
for Valley Rally or use the following link: https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/valley-rally-2020-tickets-94353464753

You have probably already received an email to renew your Thames
Valley membership which is due on the 1st May. Please note that
this is our chapter membership renewal and not to be confused with
your national HOG membership which runs separately.
Unfortunately, the guidelines state that you have to have a valid
national HOG membership in order to join a local chapter
membership and these might not always be synced from a date
perspective. If you need more clarity, please do not hesitate to
contact us for further clarification.

Finally, a thank you to all of you the members of this lovely chapter
for your ongoing support and hope to see you in one of the many
virtual activities we are hosting soon.

Race the rain, Ride the wind and Chase the Sunset! (temporarily
suspended)

Stay home, safe lives!
Nick E
Assistant Director
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David's Dealer Diary
Hello All

Here is a little update from the dealership.

Hope you are well and coping during these strange and uncertain
times. As you will be aware, the dealership is closed following
government instruction for non-essential trading. Proud to say that
Lind as a group are still operating with a skeleton team remotely,
although the majority of the team are now in furlough. I am still
working, albeit from home, which is weird only interacting via ‘phone,
email and online chat, rather than face to face but we are still here
for you - just remotely…

You can contact us by:
- Email: david.kennedy@lind.co.uk

- Telephone: 07375 373469

- Online Chat: Click on our website and look for the chat box
to the lower right of the page

We will re-book services just as soon as we know we can re-open
and all booking will be done in priority order. For Parts enquiries, H-
D did not manage to get the deliveries through to us in time pre-
closure, so we are trying to get them arranged asap, but obviously
this depends when we can get back to the dealership. Sales have a
load of bikes that will be ready to go within a couple of days of
opening too.
We do have an online shop but the first thing to say is that we are
unable to ship anything until we return, but if you are bored you can
check it out here: https://onlinestore.lindhd.co.uk/

If your bike is due an MOT, the Government have extended the date,
in most cases until 3rd October, see our blog https://blog.lind.co.uk/
mot-due-dates-extended or see the official .gov page https://
www.gov.uk/getting-an-mot

18



As you may of seen, bike valuations can now be carried out online –
I just need copies of last years valuations, photos of your bike and
mileage. Here is the detail from HDIS:
H-D Insurance Services have a temporary Valuation process in
place:

1. If the Motorcycle is one that has been supplied by the
Dealership and therefore the Dealership is familiar with that
Motorcycle, an e-mail from the Dealership to confirm the
valuation will suffice.

2. If the Motorcycle has not been supplied by the Dealership
and the Dealership is not familiar with that Motorcycle, then
HDIS will ask the customer to supply photographic evidence
of the Motorcycle to support the agreed value request.

- If you have been defined as a Key Worker by the
Government and need to travel between sites, you are
covered, you do not need to notify H-D Insurance

- If you are using your bike for voluntary purposes (not being
paid) again, you are covered, you do not need to notify H-D
Insurance

Our events, whilst postponed for the time being will happen once we
re-open, missing them as you can probably imagine!

So, I guess that’s about it from me, save to say, please stay at home,
stay safe and we will ride again!

Finally, as always, if I can do anything to help make your Chapter or
Dealership experience better, don’t hesitate to call or better still see
me at the shop, on rides or at events, see you all out there!

Ride and stay safe,
David
Dealer Principal

19



CLUB NIGHTS

May 20th Aug 19th
Jun 17th Sep 16th
July 15th Oct 21st

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTION
DEADLINES

May 7th Aug 6th
Jun 4th Sep 4th
July 2nd Oct 8th

SUMMER SOCIALS INCLUDING
POKER RUN (WEDNESDAYS)

May 13th Aug 12th
Jun 10th Sep 9th
July 8th

Friday 1 - Monday 4 May Cider Rally

Friday 26 - Sunday 28 June Valley
Rally

Friday 3 - Monday 6 July Lad's
Weekend

Thursday 23 - Sunday 26 July
Fenlanders Rally

Friday 14 - Sunday 16 August
Convergence Rally

Friday 28 - Sunday 30 August
Thunder in the Glens

Wednesday 9 - Monday 14 September
2020 Jersey Rally

EVENTS
Please check the website for the latest
on all rides.

Saturday Apr 18
Reading HD Birthday

Sunday Apr 19
Jake Spicer

Thursday Apr 23
Open Bike Night. Reading HD

Sunday Apr 26
Broadway Tower

Saturday May 2
International Female Ride Day

Saturday May 23
Super Sausage Café

Saturday May 30
LOH Ride

Saturday Jun 6
Bernie’s Fish & Chips

Sunday Jun 7
Three Locks Dunstable

Saturday Jun 13
3 Cuppa’s Tea with the Queen

Sunday Jun 14
Hengistbury Head

Saturday Jun 20
Dawn till Dusk
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Mohit Khanna
Editor
editor@
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CLUB VENUE
Burnham Cricket Club

Memorial Ground, Taplow Common Road, Burnham, Slough,
Berks, SL1 8LP

Third Wednesday of every month 7:00pm

Andy Tunley
Asst. Director
assistantdirector@

Byron Coast
Webmaster
webmaster@

Payal Khanna
Videographer
photographer@

Jamie McLaughlin
Rally Manager
rallymanager@

David Kennedy
Dealer Principal

dp@

Gary Watts
Head Road Captain &

Activities
roadcaptain@

Mike Joiner
Activities
activities@

Hayley West
Social Media &
Charities Officer

charities@

Alex MacDonald
Photographer
photographer@

Linda Friend
Photographer
photographer@

Andy Tunley
Secretary
secretary@

Hayley West
LOH, Officer
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